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The PEACE Iowa Board has made opposing drone warfare one of our main emphases for 2013.

• Meet Our Newest Board Member, Diana Henry

Khady Hamid, PEACE Iowa volunteer

• Friday Peace Vigil Resumed
• Weaponized Drones Controlled From Iowa?

What are drones?
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Drones are unmanned aerial vehicles that the CIA and the US
• PEACE Iowa Mentioned in Afghanistan Newspaper
military utilize for surveillance and targeted killing of individuals
accused of being “terrorists” or “militants.” While forces on the ground
• Iraq War Anniversary Approaches
launch drones, they are controlled remotely from bases in the United
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States, with the help of a camera, which allows pilots to: visualize the
ground, identify targets, and strike.
While there are numerous types of drones with different functions
and capacities, the most common drones utilized by the United States
for its drone strikes are the MQ-1B Predator and the MQ-9 Reaper, both
which could be and are often equipped with AGM-114 Hellfire Missiles
which has a blast radius of 15 to 20 meters.1
The US carries out two types of strikes: personality strikes and signature strikes. Personality strikes, which
were the most common type of strike under President Bush, target “named, allegedly high value leaders of armed
non-state groups,” while signature strikes target “groups of men who bear certain signatures or defining
characteristics associated with terrorist activity but whose identity are unknown.”2 The number of signature strikes
has increased under the Obama administration, which also considers any male of military age in a strike zone to be
a combatant, unless proven otherwise.3
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Meet Our Newest Board Member, Diana Henry
and at the Boston School for Deaf Children. She is a
member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and Delta
Kappa Gamma Society for Key Women Educators.
Upon retiring in 2008 from the Iowa City
Community School District, she returned to the
University of Iowa to complete the Museum Studies
Certificate program in 2011. She currently volunteers
at Penn Elementary School and at the UI Main
Library’s Conservation Lab.

The Peace Iowa Board of
Directors welcomes new board
member Diana Henry.
Diana is active in the
Unitarian Universalist Society of
Iowa City and is an honorary
(non-veteran) member of Veterans
for Peace. She is a retired teacher
with over thirty years of teaching
experience, having taught
elementary school at Longfellow
and Weber elementary schools in Iowa City for 19
years, and learning-disabled students at McKinley
Middle School in Cedar Rapids for 12 years. Before
coming to Iowa, she taught at the Lab School at
Gallaudet University for the Deaf in Washington, DC,

Friday Peace Vigil Resumed
Give a half hour for peace! After a hiatus, the
Friday afternoon peace vigils resumed in October. They
are held on the corner of Clinton and Washington
Streets every Friday from 4:30 to 5:00.
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Although use of war drones has increased sevenfold under the Obama Administration, the legal basis
for the program is shrouded in secrecy. In spite of the
leak of a “white paper” prior to the Brennan hearings
and in spite of the president’s statement in the State of
the Union address that “we have kept Congress fully
informed of our efforts,” the Department of Justice
insists that whether there even exists such a thing as a
“CIA drone program” is itself classified.

Weaponized Drones Controlled From Iowa?
Ed Flaherty, PEACE Iowa Board member
The Air Force has announced plans to develop a
Des Moines–based unit to remotely control armed
Reaper drones which would be deployed over
Afghanistan, African countries, and other “war-torn”
areas. This would be a replacement mission for the
132nd Air Wing of the Iowa Air National Guard, which
currently flies F-16 planes.
On January 23rd, twenty peace activists from
several Eastern Iowa and Des Moines peace groups,
including PEACE Iowa, gathered at the AING base at
the Des Moines airport to protest the advent of drone
warfare in Iowa. They were accompanied by Leah
Bolger, national president of Veterans for Peace, who
said “drones are especially reprehensible because
there’s no accountability for them.” Gil Landolt,
president of Des Moines Veteran for Peace #163, said
that changing the image of Iowa from a “field of
dreams” to a “killing field” must not come to pass.

Peace Literacy for Youth
Nancy Porter, PEACE Iowa Board member, and Lori Nelson, Director
“Are you sad about violence in American schools?
Do you worry about our wars abroad? Do you believe
in the possibility of a more peaceful future? Do you
want to take part in creating it?” This is how PEACE
Iowa is opening a conversation with youth about peace,
in a flyer inviting youth to participate in our latest
effort to educate the next generation of peacemakers.
PEACE Iowa is collaborating with The Iowa Children’s
Museum and the National Education Association Peace
and Justice Caucus to organize a Peace Party and
Workshop for youth. We are bringing together a group
of 7th- through 9th-grade students for two evenings in
March to receive an introduction to peace literacy and
peace education activities. Then, on Sunday, April 7th,
these youth will lead younger children in interactive
peace activities at The Iowa Children’s Museum.
PEACE Iowa members Diana Henry, Nancy Porter
(who is also part of NEA Peace and Justice Caucus),
Lori Nelson, and Alisa
Meggitt (also a teacher),
Peace Day at the Iowa
and Deb Dunkhase (Iowa
Children’s Museum
Children’s Museum) have
Sunday April 7, 2013
initiated and planned this
project. PEACE Iowa
2:00-4:00
volunteers, UI students,
and ICM staff will all help
Interactive peace activities for all ages,
make this a Peace Day to
sponsored by PEACE Iowa
remember.

Photo by Frank Cordaro

Leah Bolger (National President ofVeterans For Peace) with members of PEACE Iowa,
Veterans For Peace Chapter 161,and other groups, protesting drone warfare on January 23,
2013, at 132nd Air Wing of the Iowa National Guard at Des Moines airport

PEACE Iowa Mentioned in Afghanistan
Newspaper

Bases in Nevada, New York, Missouri, South
Dakota, and Missouri are already operating weaponized drones. Conversion of National Guard units to
drone control units is underway in Arkansas, Vermont,
and Oregon, as well as in Iowa and possibly other
states. The expansion of drone warfare goes on despite
the fact that it’s been shown to be counterproductive.
A 2012 Pew Poll indicated that 74% of Pakistanis
regard the U.S. as their enemy, with our use of war
drones there (controlled by the CIA) being largely
responsible.

Afghani writer Mohibullah Zegham, who spent time
in Iowa City this past fall with the International Writing
Program, also made connections with Peace Iowa
members. In October he spoke at a PEACE Iowasponsored Iowa City protest against the continuing war
in Afghanistan. Upon returning to Afghanistan he
wrote an article in about his experiences that mentions
PEACE Iowa and PEACE Iowa director Lori Nelson.
Though the article is in Pashto, the link can be seen at
http://khedmatgar.com/.
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Since 2001, the United States has used drones in
Afghanistan, Yemen, Somalia and Pakistan. The
Bureau of Investigative Journalism (TBIJ) reports a sixfold increase in drone strikes under President Obama
compared to that during the Bush administration. It
also reports that since 2002, US drones in Pakistan,
Yemen, and Somalia have killed 3,061 to 4,743 people,
including 558 to 1,126 civilians and
204 to 216 children.

Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and Convention on the
Rights of the Child (CRC).
Drones lack oversight and transparency. The
majority of the drone attacks are carried out by the
CIA, an agency which has very little transparency
and public accountability. Thus there is almost no
oversight over the current US drone program, and
the chain of command and the protocol
for ordering a strike remain arbitrary
and unknown.
Drone strikes are executions
without due process. Drones deny the
alleged militants the due process of a
free and fair trial guaranteed to every
human being and amount to extra
judicial killings. In some cases, even
U.S. citizens have been targeted and
killed in drone strikes.

Why are drone attacks problematic?

Drones cause the death of
innocent civilians. The precision of
drones has been disputed, and it is
reported that drones kill as many
civilians as militants. While the exact
number of civilian deaths caused by
drones cannot be established due to
discrepancies in reporting and
Members of PEACE Iowa delivered petitions opposing
Testimonials of drone victims
difficulties in identifying the bodies
drone attacks to Rep. Loebsack’s office andmet with a
staffmember to discuss our concernsabout drones. From
of those killed, it is evident from
Testimonials of victims of drones in
left to right:JeffStrottman, Ed Flaherty,Tom Baldridge,
first-hand accounts of victims and
the Federally Administered Tribal Areas
Diana Henry, Lori Nelson
witnesses, that drones kill innocent
region of Pakistan have been compiled
civilians including women and
by the Foundation for Fundamental
children. In addition to those killed, many suffer
Rights, an organization of attorneys and activists
injuries. These injuries often result in amputations
working for the advancement, protection and
or loss of sight or hearing, which prevent the injured
enforcement of human rights in Pakistan. The
from leading a normal life. The US policy of double
following is one example of a testimonial they collected.
tapping (which is when a target strike site is hit
On 7th September 2009, two drones were
multiple times in relatively quick successions) have
hovering over the skies of Mirali Tehsil throughout
killed first responders and have made first
the day. It was the month of Ramadan and people
responders, bystanders and neighbors reluctant to
in the area were angry at drones hovering and
approach a drone attack site to rescue survivors.4
interfering in their religious activities. They were
Drones cause psychological trauma to civilians
scared as well but in Pakhtun culture showing
living in target areas. Civilians residing in locations
one’s fear is cowardice and a matter of shame so
where drone attacks frequently take place suffer
no one would share the fear of their execution.
from a number of psychological effects. In the
Sadaullah, aged 15, was a local school student
Federally Administered Tribal Areas region of
and was particularly happy that day as there was
Pakistan, where the US has carried out numerous
an iftar (opening of the fast) feast planned at his
drone attacks, people live in constant fear of drones.
house that evening for as his Grandfather
Many in the region suffer from anticipation anxiety
(maternal) and uncles were coming and his mother
and post-traumatic stress.
was cooking his favorite meal. He saw the
Drones violate the United Nations charter. The
unmanned machine in air and joked with his
US drone programs in Pakistan and countries such
friends about the ‘bangana’, a local name given to
as Yemen is in direct violation of the United Nation’s
drones in the area due to a constant noise it makes.
Charter as it imposes upon the sovereignty of a
In the evening, the hujra of his grandfather’s
country with which the US is not at war.
house was crowded as both his grandfathers,
Drones violate various international human
uncles and cousin were gathered. Everyone broke
rights conventions. The US drone program violates
their fast and proceeded to the courtyard to offer
the basic human rights of civilians living in target
Maghrib prayer. Sadaullah was the last one to join
areas and is in direct violation of numerous UN
the prayer as he was serving everyone so couldn’t
human rights instruments such as the International
eat his share of pakoras and jalebis (evening
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR),
snacks). Everyone finished prayer and again
International Covenant on Economic, Social and
gathered in the hujra to have the main course of
their meal. Sadaullah and his elder cousin, Ajman
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ullah were the last ones to finish their prayer. It
was at this time that the hellfire missiles were fired
on the hujra and Sadaullah who entering the hujra
at that time fell unconscious under the debris of
fallen roof. He woke up in a hospital in Peshawar
where he found out that he will never walk again
as both his legs have been amputated and he is
only left with one eye as shrapnel went into his
eye. He also lost his Uncle Mautullah Jan, who was
on wheelchair for last decade and two his cousins
namely Kadaanullah Jan and Sabir ud Din. Ajman
ullah was also lying on next bed being severely
injured.

Now Sadaullah does not go to school and gets
only religious education in Madressah in his village. He is not hopeful for future, as he sees none.
Madressah is good for him as it keeps him busy.
1

International Human Rights and Conflict Resolution Clinic at Stanford Law
School and Global Justice Clinic at NYU School of Law, Living Under
Drones: Death, Injury and Trauma to Civilians from US Drone Practices in
Pakistan, (2012), 10.
2
Ibid, 11.
3
Ibid, 11–12.
4
Ibid, 74.

RESOURCES ON DRONES
Online
1. LIVING UNDER DRONES
http://livingunderdrones.org/
An excellent website that presents and deliberates upon the findings ofa thorough study, Living Under Drones http://livingunderdrones.org/download-report/,
which examines the effects of the US drone program in Pakistan on the people living in FATA. The study is a collaborative effort of the by the Stanford
International Human Rights and Conflict Resolution Clinic http://www.law.stanford.edu/organizations/clinics/international-human-rights-and-conflictresolution-clinic and The Global Justice Clinic at the New York University School of Law
http://www.law.nyu.edu/academics/clinics/semester/globaljustice/index.htm.
2. KNOW DRONES
http://www.knowdrones.com/
A website that has a number ofexcellent educational resources on drones and ways of mobilizing to stop them.
3. DRONES WATCH
http://droneswatch.org/
A website that maintains an updated inventory ofresources on drones.
4. FOUNDATION FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
http://www.rightsadvocacy.org/get-involved
The website ofa Pakistani based human rights NGO that mobilizes to deliver redress for victims of drone attacks in Pakistan. The website has a compilation of
interviews collected from victims of drones.
5. THE BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM
http://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/
The website ofa London based non-profit that aims to promote journalism in the public interest. The website includes a full investigation onto the US covert drone
program, including up to date information about individuals attacks such as where, when and the effect.
Books
1. Medea Benjamin and Barbara Ehrenreich, Drone Warfare: Killing by Remote Control, 2012.
2. P.W. Singer, Wired for War: The Robotics Revolution and Conflict in the 21st Century, 2009.
Videos
1. Brave New Foundation, Living Under Drones
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yMOzvmgVhc.
2. Journey Man Pictures, Attack of the Drones—USA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msHJLwYWX30
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pro-democracy organization Democracy Network. She
is helping us improving the layout of our web site and
the main PEACE Iowa pamphlet. Khady is also creating
a new section of our web site about weaponized
drones, and she wrote a related article about drones
for this newsletter. On top of that, she has staffed a
fundraiser and is assisting at our
Peace Literacy workshops for youth.
Aaron Rempp grew up in Iowa
City and has many years of
experience in human services. He is
currently employed as a social
worker in Cedar Rapids. He is
working with our intern Peyton on an
interview project, as well as assisting
us with seeking in-kind donations
from local businesses and staffing the Peace Literacy
workshops for youth.
This semester, Peyton, an International Relations
major at the University of Iowa is doing an internship
at PEACE Iowa. He is assisting us with fundraising,
staffing information tables, and interviewing peace
activists about their motives for a new section of our
web site. We are excited about having our first intern,
and we are pleased to work with someone who is so
dedicated to human rights and peace.
HaYoung Jeong is a freshman at the University of
Iowa, majoring in International Relations. She and her
family immigrated to the U.S. from South Korea several
years ago, and she attended high school at West High
School in Iowa City. HaYoung is interested in human
rights, especially working to end modern slavery. She
and other volunteers are collaborating to create a display to educate the community about conflict minerals
and modern slavery, and providing information about
purchasing conflict-free, slavery-free consumer goods.
We will also be including that material on our web
site.

Iraq War Anniversary Approaches
Andy Douglas and Ann Stromquist, PEACE Iowa Board members
March 19th, 2013: The 10-year “anniversary” of
the U. S. invasion of Iraq and the Iraq War. History, as
Voltaire wrote, is a pack of lies we play on the dead. We
are already seeing a surge of history re-writing as the
50-year “anniversary” of the Vietnam War approaches
in 2014. The American people were lied to and deceived
by its leaders in both these conflicts, with tremendous
loss of life in both cases. This is not to mention loss of
faith, integrity, resources, and health, both mental and
physical. But deceit seems to be the only way
politicians can justify to citizens the going to war. The
film “Hubris: The Selling of the Iraq War,” shown on
MSNBC recently, showed clearly that there were many
people in the U. S. government, including in the CIA,
who doubted the “evidence” that Iraq had weapons of
mass destruction. Why do those who doubt, or who
know that lies are being told, stay silent?

New Volunteers Bring New Energy to
PEACE Iowa
Lori Nelson, PEACE Iowa Director
During the past few months, four new talented and
dedicated volunteers have brought new energy to
PEACE Iowa.
Khady Hamid is new to Iowa
City, and we are thrilled that she
connected with PEACE Iowa so
quickly after her arrival. Originally
from the Maldives, Khady attended
college in the U.S., receiving her
degree in Economics and Global
Studies from St. Lawrence
University. While in the Maldives, she worked in the

Participants in our Peace Party and Workshop recorded their thoughts about different types
of violence, including war and violence in schools. The party/workshop for 7 th -9th graders,
one component of our Peace Literacy project with youth, was held at the Iowa Children’s
Museum after hours on March 2, 2013, a real “Night at the Museum”!
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PEACE Iowa
26 East Market Street
Iowa City, Iowa 52245

PEACE Iowa

Donations needed

Peace Education and Action Center of Eastern Iowa

In 2013 we will focus on reaching out to youth, voicing our
concerns about drones, preventing war with Iran and cultivating a
more peaceful relationship between our two countries, reducing U.S.
military spending, and promoting peace and nonviolence in our
daily lives. We are a grassroots organization that can only
accomplish these goals with your help. Donations can be sent to us
at the address to the lefft. Please make checks payble to “PEACE
Iowa.” We are grateful for contributions ofany amount.

Promoting international peace through education, intercultural communication, public witness,
citizen involvement, and personal choices
PEACE Iowa
26 East Market Street
Iowa City, Iowa 52245
(319) 354-1925
www.peaceiowa.org

Office hours:
Wednesdays 12:15 to 4:00 pm
Thursdays 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Email: peaceiowa@iowatelecom.net

PEACE Iowa is located in Old Brick, on the corner of Market Street and Clinton Street. Please
understand that we are only open a few days a week, and the phone is normally only answered
during our office hours. Also, please allow up to five business days for e-mail response.
Thank you.

Volunteers
If you would like to help us work for peace by volunteering your
time at PEACE Iowa, please call during office hours or send an
email to peaceiowa@iowatelecom.net.

